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SPS 1:  Can seabirds be used to predict impending climatic events in the Pacific? 
Lead Convener:  Grant Humphries (humphries.grant@gmail.com) 
 
Most traditional studies which examine the relationships between climate and seabirds focus on how we 
can use climatic or oceanographic variables to predict responses on populations. This session will extend 
this thinking and discuss how seabirds, as indicators of these climatic and oceanographic relationships, 
may also be used as predictors of those climate and ocean parameters represent precursors (or warning 
signals) of future events. In lieu of recent oceanographic shifts in the Pacific, we will focus primarily on 
El Nino Southern Oscillation and how the biological effects of the predicted event were being noted prior 
to convergence of modeled predictions. The importance of this session is to highlight how seabirds can be 
more than monitors of change and can in fact be predictors of change as well.  
 
SPS 2:  Merging seabird and fisheries data to track marine ecosystem processes and fluctuations 
Lead Convener: Stephani Zador (Stephani.Zador@noaa.gov) 
 
Past PSG meetings have included many sessions on seabird and fisheries interactions, which have 
informed and inspired conservation action to reduce seabird bycatch. This session differs by focusing on 
what seabirds and fisheries interactions can tell us about ecosystem processes, in other words using the 
interactions as ecosystem indicators.  For example, cyclic environmental changes (e.g. ENSO, Pacific 
Decadal Oscillation), potential changes in environmental baselines (climate change), and perturbations 
and anomalies (the the Gulf of Alaska warm blob event in 2014) in oceanographic systems can affect both 
fisheries and seabirds, and thus, potential interactions between the two.  This session is meant to be a 
wide-ranging topical session that explores (1) how we can use data at hand to increase our knowledge and 
understanding of ecosystem changes and processes and (2) whether this better understanding might be 
used as predictive indicators that could be applied to seabird conservation actions. This session continues 
the efforts by Scientific Program Chairs over the years to address seabird conservation at the ecosystem 
level.  
 
 
SPS 3:  Community-based seabird conservation 
Lead Convener:  Peter Hodum (peter@oikonos.org) 
 
Community-based education, outreach and capacity-building programs are increasingly recognized as an 
essential component of long-term conservation strategies in places where humans co-exist with wildlife. 
Given multiple increasing threats confronting seabirds, including climate change, invasive species and 
other anthropogenic impacts, there is a need for local communities to engage in efforts to conserve many 
seabird populations.  In this context, a special paper session focused on community-based activities and 
programs is timely and complements PSG’s commitment to the conservation of seabirds.  In addition, the 
organizing committee for the second World Seabird Conference identified this focus as one of the Legacy 
Initiative topics, and it will be a symposium topic for the WSC.  With both the PSG and WSC venues 
creating a forum for community-based efforts, we expect considerable advances in the development of 
outreach and education initiatives that will benefit seabirds.  The goals of the proposed session are to (1) 
share outreach and education activities, (2) provide a forum to discuss best practices in community 
outreach and education, and (3) discuss possible ideas to establish a network for individuals involved with 
and interested in community-based conservation initiatives.   
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SPS 4:  Ashy Storm-petrel rangewide science and conservation 
Chair: David Ainley (dainley@penguinscience.com) 
 
The highly imperiled Ashy Storm-petrel (ASSP) has a global population of <9000 individuals with 
breeding taking place mostly at two population centers and a number of small colonies in central and 
northern California. This rare and range restricted seabird is at risk of extinction due to a variety of threats 
including invasive species, avian predation, climate change and oil spills. A number of experts have 
informally agreed that better rangewide coordination as well as a Conservation Plan are needed in order to 
ensure systematic and robust science and conservation activities. A PSG science and conservation 
symposium followed by the development of a Conservation Plan will allow partners to prioritize most 
important monitoring and conservation activities for the species. The California setting of the meeting is 
appropriate as ASSP is a California near-endemic and most of the rangewide experts are based there. 
 
 
SPS 5:  Shearwaters forever or cause for concern?- the conservation and status of shearwaters 
Lead Convener:  Mark Rauzon (mrauzon@peralta.edu) 
 
There is a growing perception that shearwaters face conservation challenges throughout the Pacific.  
Along the west coast of North America and in Alaskan waters, sooty and short-tailed shearwaters appear 
to be diminishing. Other Pacific species are in decline due to identified threats, for example in Japan, it is 
estimated that 92,000 Streaked Shearwaters are killed annually by cats on Mikura Is.  A few populations 
may be undergoing slight increases, such as the pink-footed shearwater on Juan Fernandez Island. We 
hope this special paper session can raise awareness, facilitate the exchange of ideas and information, and 
instigate more action for shearwater conservation. 
 

	  


