CALL FOR SYMPOSIA, and WORKSHOPS FOR THE WORLD SEABIRD CONFERENCE (WSC), SEPTEMBER 7-11, 2010 ---- DUE FEBRUARY 15th
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A SYMPOSIA, SPECIAL PAPER SESSION,  OR LEAD A WORKSHOP FOR THE WORLD SEABIRD CONFERENCE PLEASE FILL OUT THE REQUESTED INFORMATION AND EMAIL TO DAVID IRONS (david_irons@fws.gov).
The International Organizing Committee NEEDS A RESPONSE BY February 15TH, 2009 Thank you!
INFORMATION NEEDED:
a. Type of Session:

b. Title:

c. Leaders (workshop) or Conveners (paper session): 
d. Justification and description :

e. Time requested: 

f. Potential invited speaker(s):

g. Potential Contributors:

h. Anticipated Outcomes of the workshop or paper sessions: 

(more details are provided below)
We have listed SOME SUGGESTED topics of symposia, special paper sessions, and workshops that are of interest to the International Organizing Committee (at the end of document). Other suggested symposia and paper session topics are most welcome. Depending on what is proposed you may be asked to combine with another like subject.
PLEASE NOTE:

SYMPOSIA WILL BE EXPECTED TO HAVE PUBLISHED PROCEEDINGS, SPECIAL PAPER SESSIONS ARE NOT. WORKSHOPS WILL HOPEFULLY PRODUCE A PRODUCT.
EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY TOLD US THAT YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO CONVENE A SESSION PLEASE FILL OUT THE REQUESTED INFORMATION.

HOPEFULLY ALL REQUESTS WILL BE ACCOMMODATED, BUT SPACE AND TIME ARE LIMITED.
PLEASE READ THE GUIDELINES BELOW AND RESPOND BY FEBRUARY 15, 2005
Symposia, Special Paper Sessions, and Workshops for the World Seabird Conference - September 2010

A Guide for Potential Conveners and Leaders

10 December 2008

The World Seabird Conference is being organized to facilitate international communication on scientific topics of interest to the global seabird community. The organizers are soliciting symposia, special paper sessions and workshops to be held at or in conjunction with the WSC.
Symposia, Special Paper Sessions, and Workshops
Proposals should be delivered by 15 February 2009, to david_irons@fws.gov
1) Proposers should consider whether their topic would best be considered as a symposium or a workshop (interactive discussion) or paper session (mainly presentations, less discussion) format.  
2) In order to aid organizers of the conference in planning and fund-raising, proposers should prepare a 1-page summary including the following elements. 
a. Specify workshop or special paper session or symposia.

b. Provide a title of proposed session.

c. Provide the committed leaders (workshop) or conveners (paper session); it is desired that at least 2 leaders/conveners be committed for each workshop/paper session, and as possible, that they be from different nations. 
d. Provide a proposed list of speakers in the session and potential titles.
e. A one paragraph justification and brief description of the symposium, workshop and/or paper session. As an example: “In many North Pacific marine ecosystems, marine mammals are showing considerable changes in abundance. In general, cetaceans, recovering from historical exploitation, are increasing, whereas some pinniped species are declining regionally, whereas others are increasing. Models of marine mammal prey consumption indicate that ~20-60% of secondary production may be taken by these top consumers. Therefore, marine mammals may exert “top-down” control on food webs, as well as functioning as competitors to seabirds. We are proposing this workshop to review and consider how changes in marine mammal populations and prey consumption may affect seabirds globally. Discussion will focus on how to best integrate this information into models of seabird and ecosystem dynamics, with and without climate change and anthropogenic fishing impacts.”
f. Time requested? Specify the amount of time needed for the workshop/paper session. Usually this will be 2 or 4 hours, although there is flexibility in the time.

g. Name, affiliation, and tentative title for each invited speaker. It is anticipated, though not guaranteed at this time, that some travel support will be available for 1 invited speaker in each special session. More than one invited speaker may be suggested, but it is unlikely that more than one will be supported from WSC travel funds.

h. Anticipated outcomes of the workshop or paper sessions. Please provide a short description of anticipated outcomes from the proposed workshop or paper session. Examples include: a global database of seabird ...., a multi-authored special volume in a peer-reviewed journal, a funding proposal, etc. 
Expectations of Conveners

It is expected that conveners will do the following:

a. Coordinate all aspects of the symposium, special paper sessions, or workshops that they propose:

i. basic scheduling of presentations and discussion periods, 

ii. review (and revision, as need be) of abstracts,

iii. selection and communication with invited speakers 

b. For paper sessions that might result in publication(s), conveners should work with WSC organizers to find an appropriate venue and funding for their work. We are anticipating some available funding for publishing symposia. Depending on the outlet, conveners may then serve as coordinators or guest editors for the journal.  

c. Participate in conference calls or similar with WSC organizing committees, as needed.

Proposals should be delivered by 15 February 2009, to david_irons@fws.gov
LIST OF IDEAS OF SYMPOSIA, SPECIAL PAPER SESSIONS, WORKSHOPS, AND WSC PRODUCTS
SYMPOSIA (expected to have published proceedings)

· Global Climate Change and Seabirds

· sea level rise

· change in the nature and location of productive feeding areas (with particular significance for those species of specialized requirements, whether for feeding or breeding)

· connecting oceanographers/climatologists with ecologists

· seabirds’ adaptations to a changing world

· Seabird Island Restoration, 

· emergent themes and learned lessons, including reversal of habitat destruction/degradation 

· control/eradication of introduced invasives translocation and attraction studies

· Seabird/fisheries Interactions, 

· seabird mortality due to fisheries bycatch (including spatio-temporal variation, causes, consequences, mitigation) 

· over harvest of seabird prey 

· cascade effects from fisheries

· provision of food (offal, discards)

· Seabird movements around the globe

· Seabird flyways (routes, staging areas, destinations)

· Integration of information obtained from: geolocator loggers, satellite tags, at-sea observations and banding data.

· Relating wintering areas to ocean productivity and prey concentrating mechanisms

· Movements in relation to winds and currents

Special Paper Sessions (not expected to have published proceedings)

· Demographic Trends and Variability in Seabirds in Relation to Climate and other Human Impacts 
· Metapopulation Structure and Dynamics - Population Modeling, Age Structure, Emigration, and Immigration 
· What is “Normal” Variation in Seabird Populations 

· Phenotypic plasticity 
· Seabird Life-Histories - Evolution of the "Seabird Syndrome" and its Variation Ecologically and Geographically.

· Marine Protected Areas

· Physiology, regulation of body condition, and energetics

· Behavior,  including vocalizations 

· Disease

· Pollution (with Oil, Plastics, Chemicals, Light separate if desired)

· Nutrient enrichment by seabird ashore and at-sea

· Feeding ecology (Stable isotopes separate if desired)

· Consumptive use of seabirds by humans

· Monitoring Seabirds 

· Reconciling management of fish stocks at shelf and basin scales with foraging by seabirds at the scale of 10’s to 100’s of kilometers.

Workshops

· Light attraction: management and mitigation of impact on seabirds

· Wind power:  management and mitigation of impact on seabirds

· Seabird foraging hotspots: identification and conversion into protected/managed areas

· Seabirds as indicators of ecosystem health/functioning/change

· International conventions for conservation of seabirds

· Island restoration handbook

· Disease sampling handbook

· Integration of data on seabird distributions at sea

· Seabird breeding site/colony databases: interactions and utilization
· New technology (ranging from tracking and monitoring devices  to applications involving Google marine)

WSC Global Products
· Global seabird journal (or improving coordination/use/content or existing journals)

· Seabird.net

· Global network of seabird colony databases

· Global network of seabird tracking data

· Global network of seabird population trend/performance indicators

· Island restoration handbook

· Disease sampling handbook

· Global network for updating information on threatened species and for facilitating/reviewing analysis of priority threats and conservation actions
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