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Re: Harbor Development at Cuyutlan, Mexico
To the Commission:
The Pacific Seabird Group (PSG) wishes to comment on recent plans to develop harbor facilities
in the vicinity of Manzanillo, Colima, Mexico, that involve potential degradation to a natural
coastal lagoon system in the vicinity, Laguna Cuyutlan. Our comments would also apply to
similar developmental changes which might be brought about at other, similar systems of
Mexican west coastal areas.
PSG is an international, non-profit organization that was founded in 1972 to promote the
knowledge, study, and conservation of Pacific seabirds and their habitats. PSG has a
membership drawn from the entire Pacific Basin, including Mexico, Canada, the United States,
South America, Europe, Russia, Japan, Australia and New Zealand. Among our members are
biologists who have research interests in Pacific seabirds, governmental officials who manage
seabird refuges, their habitats, and their populations, as well as many others with an interest in
marine and seabird conservation. Many of our Mexican and non-Mexican members have also
done extensive research in Mexico at all times of the year, both at seabird breeding colonies, at
sea, and within estero and coastal wetland ecosystems. These systems, in fact, are all interconnected ecologically. PSG’s long-term involvement and commitment to conservation in the
region of Western Mexico is reflected in the attached policy statement centered on the Gulf of
California. Many seabirds have ranges that well-overlap from the Gulf of California and Pacific
region to the estero regions south of the Gulf of California.
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The coastal estuarine and marine systems off western Mexico (as well as on the eastern coasts of
Mexico), such as Laguna Cuyutlan, represent critical habitats for nesting seabirds (e.g., laughing
gulls, magnificent frigatebirds, black skimmers, royal, least, gull-billed, and Forster’s terns, and
brown pelicans), as well as for waterbirds and waterfowl that migrate to Mexico and beyond for
part of the year. The potential losses or degradation of any of these systems represent a truly
international conservation concern, that can impact the size of waterbird populations, and that of
other wetland-dependent birds.
PSG recognizes the exceptional conservation values of Laguna Cuyutlan, and also the potential
violation of international agreements to protect these values, such as NAFTA, the Migratory Bird
Treaty between Mexico and the USA, and the stated goals of the Commission for Environmental
Cooperation. PSG therefore strongly urges that Laguna Cuyutlan and similar systems under
threat of biological degradation or destruction of wetland ecosystems be preserved, and supports
the efforts to this end by CCAAN, Bios Iguana, Redmanglar Internacional, Grupo Contra
Contaminacion de Campos (Manzanillo), and others, to question the proposed, unevaluated
developments at Laguna Cuyutlan. We recommend that appropriate authorities in Mexico first
undertake a detailed environmental impact analysis: (1) to accurately and extensively document
and record critical biodiversity and critical habitats throughout the general area, as well as their
ecology; (2) to predict potential impacts of all proposed development schemes, and (3) to
recommend actions necessary to eliminate or minimize any habitat degradations, to maintain the
hydrological and ecological integrity of the entire lagoon and its associated wetlands.
We will be happy to assist if you have any questions concerning our comments.
Sincerely,

Craig S. Harrison
Vice Chair for Conservation
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